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generally consisting- either of percussion or of revolving
table feeders. The former consist of a suspended tray or
shoot, which by means of springs is kept in contact with a
buffer block; a cam, working on a shaft, forces the tray
upwards against the spring, and as soon as the cam
releases it, the action of the spring shoots it forward again,
against the block with a jarring action, which propels the
material forward. As with the original damsel and mill-
stone feed, the flow of the material is controlled by the
amount of jar imparted to the tray, which can be regulated
as desired. The revolving table feeder is a totally different
arrangement, and consists of a revolving disc, fixed a few
inches below the spout leading from the hopper above; a
cone of the material to be ground is formed by its falling
from the hopper spout, and, as the disc revolves, an adjust-
able scraper pares off the external edge of the cone, and
sends it in a regular stream into the inlet hopper of the
mill.
The economical and efficient pulverisation of cement is a
matter which has been exercising the mind of the English
cement manufacturer for some time past, and all sorts of in-
ventions have been brought forward for that purpose, some
of which still survive, but the greater number have been
gradually abandoned. The mills previously described are
those which have found most favour in this country, but
without making any invidious distinction, it is doubtful
if any of them produce the same percentage of flour, or
impalpable powder, as the old French burrs, with the
exception perhaps of the tube mills. As has been already
stated, it is possible for two samples ground by different
machines to give the same result on the sieves usually used
for testing, and yet one may be all fine grit and the other
chiefly flour. In the course of a public discussion on
the subject some few years ago, the patentee and manu-